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MEMORANDUM

TO:

 RRP Directors
FROM:
Frank Sullivan

DATE:

December 16, 2010
SUBJECT:
Changes in Food Stamp Calculations
CC:

Lissa Abrams, MACSA, CBH

For the past several months providers have been reporting reductions in some consumer’s Food Supplement Payments.  This appeared to be inconsistent and without apparent explanation.  According to Omni House Staff, the explanation from our LDSS is that the guidelines were updated in September 2010. CSA Staff reviewed the new procedures and verified that PAA is considered income. Specifically, Department of Human Resources Family Investment Administration Food Supplement Program Manual, Other Special Househods, Section 109.25A1.:  “Income includes, but is not limited to, SSI, Veteran’s benefits, Social Security, Public Assistance to Adults (PAA), and earnings.”  

It is my understanding that in some cases PAA was not counted as income.  Due to recent trainings of DSS staff, they may be more attuned to this and they are required to follow the manual.  This may account for the reduction and the previous inconsistencies.  Most jurisdictions attend State Trainings and this may account for the reports from other counties.  As this may have a significant financial effect on consumers and providers, we are sharing this information with you. You may want to research this further with your local DSS personnel.   
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