Procurement

I am attaching the final report of the task force created by legislation in 2008 to study issues and problems with state procurement of health, social and education services.  The report essentially recognizes that most if not all of the problems nonprofit service providers have complained about are in fact real issues and should be corrected.  It also recommends creating an entity similar to the existing Procurement Advisory Council (that reports to the Board of Public Works but includes none of the human service agencies) to follow through on implementation of its recommendations and to be an ongoing monitor of issues/problems in the future.  (* A few of the TF recommendations arose from issues that agencies on the task force brought forward and do not represent policy changes we suggested. Let me know if you have questions on any )

We are committed to following though on this report and to the creation of this council.  One key question that arose during the task force process was uncertainty about which state agencies/offices actually issue procurement contracts – or award grants that are essentially the same as procurements for human services.  For example, several officials on the task force took the position that the Governor’s Office of Children and MCCCJ issued no service contracts – but we understand from our members that they do procure services by contract or award grants that are essentially the same as service contracts.  We think it’s important that all appropriate agencies be involved in some way as we go forward.

1. Please let me know, by reply,  if your organization is interested in staying informed about or helping in the next phase of trying to get these problems resolved, and 

2. What state offices or agencies issue contracts/ or award grants to you for providing health, education or social services ?

Thanks for your help.  
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