MARYLAND RECEIVES NEARLY $1 MILLION TO HELP INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES LIVE INDEPENDENT LIVES


BALTIMORE, MD (January 7, 2011) - Four Maryland agencies will receive nearly $1 million in rental assistance for Marylanders with disabilities as part of a U.S. Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and U.S. Health and Human Services (HHS) partnership announced today.  This first time partnership will assist non-elderly Marylanders with disabilities to leave nursing homes or other healthcare facilities to live independently.

"This is outstanding news for Marylanders with disabilities and a testament to the hard work and dedication State and local agencies have shown in addressing housing issues across the State," said Governor Martin O'Malley.   "We believe that all Marylanders should have the opportunity to live independent lives and be productive members of their communities.  These vouchers are an important resource to achieve that goal."

HUD is providing $7.5 million in rental assistance vouchers nationally that will help nearly 1,000 Americans with disabilities rent private apartments and gain their independence.  The Maryland Department of Disabilities (MDOD) and the Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) assisted Maryland public housing authorities over the past few months with their applications for the voucher program.   The vouchers have been awarded to the Baltimore County Department of Social Services Housing Office, Housing Authority of Baltimore City, Howard County Housing Commission and DHCD.  The four agencies will administer the rental subsidies and identify eligible individuals who could benefit from the program.  

Individuals receiving rental assistance through the program will also receive health and social supports that will enable them to live independently.  These supports are provided through the HHS Centers for Medicare and Medicaid's "Money Follows the Person" (MFP) grant program, which allows individuals who qualify for Medicaid-funded nursing home or other institutional care to receive supports - such as in-home nursing and personal care services - while living in the community instead.  The Maryland MFP program is administered by the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.

"I am so pleased that Maryland received a significant portion of the HUD rental assistance funding in this round," Catherine Raggio, Secretary of the Maryland Department of Disabilities.  "We have thousands of people under the age of 65 living in nursing facilities in Maryland who will be able to rebuild their lives as a result of these vouchers."

"We are dedicated to providing affordable housing for all Marylanders regardless of physical ability, income or geographic location," said Raymond A. Skinner, Secretary of the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development. "These rental vouchers will provide affordable rental housing for those who need it most." 

HUD and HHS launched the joint effort to provide housing support for non-elderly persons with disabilities who are currently receiving long-term care in institutional settings as part of President Obama's Year of Community Living initiative.  The interagency collaboration is intended to allow persons with disabilities to live productive independent lives in their communities rather than in institutions. 

  

