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 STATE OF MARYLAND 

DHMH 

 
Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

Mental Hygiene Administration ● Spring Grove Hospital Center ● Dix Building

55 Wade Avenue ● Catonsville, Maryland  21228

Martin O’Malley, Governor – Anthony G. Brown, Lt. Governor – Joshua M. Sharfstein, M.D., Secretary 

                     Brian M. Hepburn, M.D., Executive Director

LEADERSHIP EMPOWERMENT ADVOCACY PROJECT (LEAP)

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2011

The Leadership Empowerment Advocacy Project (LEAP) began in 1990 and is supported and funded by the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene’s Mental Hygiene Administration.  Through the years, LEAP has offered an opportunity for mental health consumers to learn the leadership and advocacy skills necessary to make a positive impact on Maryland’s mental health system.  Through intensive training the participants are provided an opportunity to network and acquire resources enabling them to further their involvement in the public mental health system.  Individuals who graduate from LEAP have gone on to become directors of Wellness and Recovery Centers.  Assertive Community Treatment peer specialists, members of workgroups and boards that affect mental health care, and testify, lobby and provide important information to our legislators in Annapolis. 

The participants in LEAP are chosen by an application process.  You must fill out an application and send it or fax it to Susan Kadis.  The fax number is 410-402-8301 and the address is MHA, 55 Wade Avenue, Catonsville, MD 21228.  A committee of mental health advocates will review the applications and choose the participants.
ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 16, 2011 IN ORDER TO BE CONSIDERED.
Toll Free 1-877-4MD-DHMH • TTY for Disabled - Maryland Relay Service 1-800-735-2258

Web Site: www.dhmh.state.md.us
LEAP will last four complete days between March 16, 2011 and April 27, 2011. LEAP will meet once every two weeks on Wednesdays.  The dates are: March 16, March 30, April 13, and April 27.LEAP will begin at 9:00 a.m. and end at 4:30 p.m. each day. There is no cost to you for the training.  You will be expected to arrive on time and stay for the entire day.  You must be able to make a commitment to attend all four sessions.  LEAP will be offered to 20 -25 consumers throughout the State.  This will allow more consumers to take part in LEAP as well as provide greater diversity. Overnight accommodations will be provided for six participants.  In order to stay overnight, the participant must be from Southern, MD, the Eastern Shore or Western Maryland.   Overnight accommodations will be offered for the night before each training day only.   It is expected that all participants will return home at the end of the day.   

 The training is taking place in Baltimore at the Hearing and Speech Agency. 

The address is 5900 Metro Drive, Baltimore, MD 21215.

LEAP FY ’11 APPLICATION
 (APPLICANTS MUST FILL OUT THEIR OWN APPLICATION)

Name:








Date:  

Address:                                                                     

2

City:                                            State:

Zip:

Phone:  Day:                    Evening:  

      Cell :

1. Do you currently or have you in the past worked (paid or volunteer) within the mental health consumer movement?  If yes, please describe your role.
2. Why are you a good candidate for LEAP?  What motivates you to apply for this program?

3. Have you had experience with mental health system planning or advocacy? This can include advocacy on behalf of yourself or other consumers.  If so, briefly describe those experiences.
4. Describe two ways that you think that LEAP may improve

             your skills as a leader and advocate?

5. What skills or knowledge do you hope to gain from LEAP and how do you plan to use them?

6. Please list any memberships in advocacy organizations or boards.

7. Please list 2 references, including name, address and phone number.  Please include one letter of recommendation.
8. Describe any accommodations you will need to successfully participate in this program.  Please include food allergies or vegetarian preferences.
9. Do you have any medical condition or physical disability?

10. Will you be able to commit to four full days away from home and/or work to participate in LEAP?

All applications must be received by FEBRUARY 16TH in order to be considered.
Send application to:

Susan Kadis

Mental Hygiene Administration

SGHC – Dix Building

55 Wade Avenue

Catonsville, Maryland 21228
skadis@dhmh.state.md.us
410-402-8407

410-402-8301 (fax)
