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                                                      April 15, 2011
The 2011 Maryland General Assembly session ended on April 11. Thanks to the greatest level of grassroots advocacy CBH members have ever mounted and the tremendous commitment of key legislative leaders, our victories far outnumbered our defeats.  As policy-makers took more aggressive action to rein in Maryland’s budget deficit, we could have faced further retrenchment. Instead we more than held our own. Here are the highlights:
BUDGET: 

The most significant accomplishment was winning a supplemental appropriation on April 1 from Governor O'Malley that provided $5 million general funds and $5 million federal funds to offset what originally was a 1.37% overall cut to community mental health reimbursement rates for FY12. The legislature approved this budget item and incorporated it in the final budget. It means community provider rates will stay the same as they are now, and we won't have to come up with general fund alternatives to a rate cut. The supplemental also included a $25 million deficiency appropriation (state and federal funds) that covers the Mental Hygiene Administration’s (MHA) FY10 deficit caused by service enrollment far exceeding budget capacity; this reduces the risk of mid-year cuts.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Equally impressive was the effectiveness of our collective advocacy in convincing House and Senate budget leaders to rescind almost all of the additional cuts they were prepared to make to the Governor's FY12 budget request for MHA ($6.7 million by the House and $4.2 million by the Senate). The final result of conference committee deliberations was a reduction of $100,000 in veterans behavioral health coordination, an item that may have been overbudgeted. Instead of cutting millions from Residential Treatment Centers (RTCs), $3 million in RTC funds was directed to be reallocated for community services.

LEGISLATION:

CBH initiated legislation, HB387/SB344, aimed at mitigating the financial burden of residential child care program staff certification by exempting therapeutic groups homes from the requirement. The bill was passed, amended to require a summer study of the overall cost of staff certification for all residential child care programs, including whether providers and the state will be ready to implement certification by 2015. Another bill that CBH gave leadership to, HB58/SB202, passed. It will renew the Community Services Reimbursement Rate Commission for another 5 years. Continuation of the Commission is essential for the rational assessment and calculation of appropriate rates for community mental health and developmental disabilities providers
The highest profile bill for CBH and its members was the alcohol tax bill, HB121/SB168, the Lorraine Sheehan Health and Community Services Act of 2011. Late on the session’s last day the General Assembly gave final approval to two bills that ended up replacing the original bill. SB994 and HB1213 will increase the state sales tax on spirits, beer and wine by from the current 6% to 9% starting July 1, 2011, raising state revenue by about $87 million per year. The developmental disabilities waiting list gets $15 million of this in FY12. Baltimore City and Prince George's County schools get about $21 million in FY12. An additional $47.5 million goes to the counties and Baltimore City for school construction in FY12. Community mental health and addiction services would each have received 15% of the revenues from the Lorraine Sheehan bill but they ended up with nothing under SB994 and HB1213. Despite this outcome, without the alcohol tax fight we may not have ended up with the supplemental budget (for example, we were part of a key coalition meeting with the Governor). Again thanks to CBH members, many legislators spoke up on the floor during debates asking "where is money for mental health?"  Our collective advocacy has laid the groundwork for future commitments. 

CBH also took positions on and in some cases was actively engaged in the following:

· Passage of HB450/SB714 that expands who in our field can be considered a “community health resource” by replacing “outpatient mental health clinic” with “behavioral health program.” It also authorizes the Maryland Community Health Resources Commission to assist community health resources in preparing to implement federal health care reform. 
· Defeat of HB1002/SB750, a labor-related bill that could have undermined the ability of CBH members to adequately staff community residential and other programs.
· Passage of HB444/SB710 requiring insurers to acknowledge receipt of applications for clinician paneling. 
· Defeat of a SB533 that would have allowed commitment of “sexually violent offenders” to state psychiatric facilities after completion of prison sentences.
· Passage of HB104 that clarifies and strengthens community college tuition exemption eligibility for persons with disabilities and SB830 that extends the disability tax credit program for another year.
THANKS AS ALWAYS TO OUR INTREPID LOBBYIST/PUBLIC POLICY DIRECTOR FOR HER TIRELESS DEDICATION. THANKS AGAIN TO ALL CBH MEMBERS FOR ANOTHER PRODUCTIVE YEAR!

CBH members owe a great deal to elected officials who made public mental health an issue of priority attention. We ask all members to convey your gratitude to the following:

· Governor Martin O’Malley for responding to our pleas for help by including funds in his supplemental budget request to maintain community mental health rates and stabilize public mental health finances. 
· Senator Edward Kasemeyer for taking the initiative as Chair of the Senate Budget & Taxation Commitment to convince the budget conference committee to reject almost all the legislative cuts recommended for mental health. Sen. Kasemeyer was instrumental in conveying concerns about our rate cut to the Governor’s office and to the legislative leadership. He was accessible to CBH throughout the session as he always is.
· Delegate Norman Conway for his leadership as Chair of the House Appropriations Committee in bringing about the budget conference committee’s decision to rescind legislative cuts to mental health. Del. Conway made a public commitment to reducing our cuts on a Baltimore public radio program in March.
· Senator Thomac Mac Middleton for sponsoring the Rate Commission bill, SB202, and for sponsoring SB344 on staff certification including his staunch defense of the bill and his articulation of provider realities on the Senate floor. As a strong and consistent advocate on our behalf, Sen. Middleton was also a champion in the battle to reduce budget cuts, including hosting a key meeting of  policy leaders. 

· Delegate Peter Hammen, Chair of the House Health & Government Operations Committee, for hosting meetings about HB387, for working with House and executive branch leaders to restore mental health budget cuts, and for his leadership in many areas of system reform, including initiating a process that is expected to better integrate mental health and addiction services. 
We ask CBH members to extend constituent thanks to the members below whose districts include your homes or services areas: 
· Senator James Robey, Chair of the Senate Budget & Taxation Subcommittee on Health and Human Services, for meeting with CBH on budget issues and for his key role in rescinding legislative budget cuts. 
· Delegate Shirley Nathan-Pulliam for sponsoring HB387 on staff certification and participating in meetings and workgroups that led to agreements that brought about the bill’s passage.

· Delegate Robert Costa for sponsoring our Rate Commission bill, HB58, and for his ongoing assistance on issues affecting people with disabilities.

· Sen. Nathaniel McFadden for his role as a member of the Senate health budget subcommittee and as a key budget conference committee member in rejecting mental health budget cuts.

· Del. Mary-Dulaney James as Chair of the House health budget subcommittee and as a key budget conference committee member in rejecting mental health budget cuts.

· Sen. Douglas Peters for his role as a member of the Senate health budget subcommittee in rejecting mental health budget cuts.  
· Delegate James Hubbard for his sponsorship of HB121 and for the constancy of his advocacy on behalf of people with psychiatric and other disabilities.

· Thanks should be offered to legislators who spoke up for mental health during alcohol tax debates including Del. Michael Smigiel and Del. Addie Eckardt, as well as Del. Gail Bates and Sen. Allan Kittleman who introduced amendments that tried to devote 50% of the proceeds to treatment of mental illnesses and co-occurring disorders.                                                                                                                                                                              
