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Medicaid is an essential and comprehensive form of health insurance for thousands of Marylanders with disabilities and other special needs. In Maryland Medicaid (Medical Assistance) plan options and waivers cover a wide array of services that improve not only health status but independence and community participation. It is unlikely that any eventual Essential Health Benefits package will be as comprehensive or as tailored to the needs of individuals with disabilities as Maryland's Medicaid program. If Maryland exercises its right to craft a benchmark plan for newly eligible Medicaid recipients, such a plan by it very nature is likely to be more limited than full Medicaid is now.

One example of a current Medicaid benefit that isn't typically found in an insurance product or a basic health plan is the Employed Individuals with Disabilities Program that enables people with disabilities to earn well beyond 133% of poverty and still qualify for full Medicaid benefits under defined circumstances.

The Workgroup strongly recommends that, for children and adults with disabilities and other special needs as currently defined, Maryland maintain a full and comprehensive benefit package that includes all current plan options and waivers so critical to their day to day lives
