APPENDIX C: Form for Additional Public Comment

                                  Task Force on Regulatory Efficiency

                                Comment Submission to Interim Report
DATE SUBMITTED    __8/26/11______________

ORGANIZATION        Community Behavioral Health Association of Maryland (CBH)

CONTACT                   Herb Cromwell, Executive Director

TELEPHONE &EMAIL 410-788-1865   mdcbh@verizon.net

COMAR CITATION: 10.21.21.05 and 10.21.29.05
PROPOSAL #60:

COMMENT ON DRAFT RESPONSE:

The Task Force rejected CBH’s recommendation to eliminate the requirement that a licensed mental health professional refer consumers to psychiatric rehabilitation programs (PRP) as a condition of eligibility.
CBH respectfully requests consideration of a modified recommendation: mental health professional referral would be required for all initial PRP authorizations but only once a year instead of every six months for continuing PRP authorizations. We ask that this be the case for adults (10.21.21) and children (10.21.29). Obtaining signed referrals from treating clinicians, particularly those who are outside of a PRP’s own agency, is a time-consuming, tedious and sometimes futile process. CBH and MHA have had many discussions over the years about how to document good faith herculean but unsuccessful efforts to obtain referrals every 6 months -- even when the PRP provides the OMHC or individual practioner with a form that requires only a signature. 
Care coordination would be still be documented  per federal requirements, but annually. The fact that continuing PRP authorizations are reviewed for medical necessity every 3-6 months by clinical staff of the administrative services organization should surely satisfy any other federal mandates. 
MHA will not consider lengthening PRP authorization periods per Proposal #61. Accepting the modied recommendation above would be a reasonable compromise and save considerable staff time -- time that should be devoted to consumer services and supports. It would also be a real morale booster for overwhelmed community program staff. 
